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Cholly’s Rape of Pecola
The action of Cholly raping his daughter is so upsetting and discouraging. Deep down lust was not the motive behind the rape, but he was trying to express his love towards the daughter. It is evident that Cholly had no parental skills to raise the daughter since he was brought up by Aunt Jimmy after his mother dumped him in a trash site after he was born (Williams, 92). Aunty Jimmy took care of him and tried to nurture him at her level best though she had only one challenge of connecting as a birth parent to Cholly. This challenge made him have a feeling of less love, and he considered himself unfortunate.
According to Williams (96) lack of a close relationship to the parents significantly affected Cholly since he had no experience on how to have a healthy relationship between a child and a parent. He found it so hard to raise his daughter, and this meant that Pecola went through the same tragedy his dad had while growing up. Therefore she lacked love from her father. Cholly thought so hard without any solutions on how he could go about raising his daughter whose mother was not also around to nurture her. Cholly felt powerless since he did not know how to cultivate love, how real parental love was and again he was not capable of expressing love healthily.

As Cholly grew older, he realized that the only way he would express affection towards someone was through sex. He remembers the experience he went through when he had his sexual encounter for the first time with Darlene (Williams, 99). Two white men came and interrupted the scene, and he was forced to do the act while they stood there watching and this made Cholly to develop a feeling of hatred to Darlene and expressed a sense of anger towards her. The event affected him considerably in his marriage with Pauline and the only way he could show his affection towards her was using sex which he did selfishly. He only passed on the attachment to Pauline physically; therefore she was left without enjoying anything. 
The action of Cholly raping the daughter Pecola could be a sign of the hatred which he had on women. This rape possibly might be because the only way he knew how to express affection was by sex. According to Jelsma (201), the father felt that he needed to make the daughter feel comfortable and loved but he did not know how to do so. The only way he knew to show this love was definitely to sleep with her and that is why he ended up raping her. Cholly viewed Pecola as a source of a feeling that made him experience both repulsion and love at the same time. Pecola wished she could vanish away since she was not happy with her herself as she considered herself as a rejected in the eyes of her father. This is the same feeling that Cholly had when he was denied by his father. He tried to make himself disappear completely. 
When Cholly returns home drunk before the incident of raping his daughter, he finds her washing dishes, and he looked at her and started thinking and regretting why he failed to offer love to the daughter as a father. Himself he was the guy without any hope and helpless, and he sees Pecola being in the same situation he was while he was still young living after rejection from the father. He even fears to look at his daughter in the face because he knew that he could see nothing but the haunted eyes of love (Jelsma, 201). He would feel irritated by the absence of love, and this would make him furious. Pecola was as a representation of the physical embodiment by the father in his desperate past. 
Cholly associated Pecola with real love because of the pity he had for her after he failed to offer the expected affection. He looked at her and started experiencing a feeling of tenderness and went further to remember the first sight of his wife Pauline after he saw the daughter scratching her calf just the way Pauline did. Cholly then started recollecting the feeling of love he had. Cholly did not have lust towards the daughter, but his thoughts were full of protection and tenderness (Jelsma, 202). He could not control this feeling, and he started reacting sexually because that was the only way he could express his love. 
After the rape, he began experiencing simultaneous feelings of desire and repulsion towards the daughter. This struggling battle of hatred and love mixture that he had from the past is demonstrated in the rape scene(Jessica, 116).Hatred  is displayed when he looked at the daughter on the floor but would not pick her up, while he showed tenderness when he covered her with a blanket while she lay on the kitchen floor.
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